Introduced by Council Member Morgan and Co-Sponsored by Council Members K. Brown, Becton, Carter, R. Gaffney, Love and Hazouri: 

RESOLUTION 2018-314
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING WJCT-TV ON 60 YEARS OF SERVICE TO NORTHEAST FLORIDA; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, WJCT is the community-supported public broadcasting station for the First Coast of Northeast Florida, offering the finest national and local programming through its cutting-edge broadcast facilities — WJCT-TV, WJCT-FM and WJCT Online; and


WHEREAS, although WJCT television went on the air in September of 1958, the story of its founding goes back to 1952 when Dr. Heywood Dowling, a local podiatrist, learned that the federal government had reserved 242 local television channels for educational use and that Channel 7 in Jacksonville would be one of those stations. Unlike most of the other stations in the country that affiliated themselves with colleges and universities to provide a base of operations, Dr. Dowling believed that Jacksonville’s station should be owned and operated by the community; and


WHEREAS, a private, not-for-profit corporation was established to raise funds and apply for the FCC permit that was issued on March 1, 1957. WJCT began broadcasting September 10, 1958 as Jacksonville’s third television station, using the production facilities of Channels 4 and 12 to produce its programming over its own transmitter and antenna; and

WHEREAS, in the succeeding 50 years, WJCT has grown exponentially and diversified its offerings, delivering both the national programming of the Corporation for Public Broadcasting (which later became PBS – the Public Broadcasting Service) and a wide variety of local programming geared at the particular issues and needs of Jacksonville and Northeast Florida. Public radio was added to WJCT’s offerings in 1972 when Stereo 90 went on the air, and it continues to provide a wide variety of news and entertainment programming, also a combination of nationally syndicated shows from National Public Radio and locally produced content; and

WHEREAS, WJCT radio and television have kept up-to-date with the latest technological advances through the years, and now offer digital and high definition broadcasts on multiple programming streams, both over the air and via internet streaming; and

WHEREAS, WJCT is a vital resource to Northeast Florida and Southeast Georgia, providing a wide range of programming to suit many needs and desires, from the finest quality children’s educational programs to trusted news shows to a wide range of entertainment not available on commercial broadcast stations. The station’s offerings inform, entertain and educate the region, and serve as the area’s primary storm information resource in times of natural disasters. It is not an exaggeration to say that WJCT is an integral part of the fabric of our region; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby honors and commends WJCT television on 60 years of service to Northeast Florida and thanks the management, staff, governing board, and supporters of our public radio and television stations for their countless contributions to the quality of life in our region. The Council extends its best wishes for many more decades of quality programming and service to the community.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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